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	Assignment #1 – Critical Reading Essay (1/2) 
10 points
Deadline – 03/05


# What is a Critical Reading Essay?

A critical reading essay is an essay based on your reading of a few texts (more about this soon). It is not a summary of the texts, although it includes a short summary. But more important, you critically assess the texts and asks critical questions. Let me give you an example, extracted from the book ‘Critical Reading and Writing for Postgraduates’, by Mike Wallace and Alison Wray. I highlighted some important parts:

You may already be a more critical reader than you realize. Take a look at this fictional advertisement and think about how you would respond to it. 

WHY DO IT THE HARD WAY when you can be rich NOW!!!
 
It took me five years to make my first million. I made my second million in six weeks. Now I just can’t stop making money. I own four luxury villas on three continents, five top-of-the-range sports cars and my own helicopter. Most important of all, the financial security of my family is ensured. Now I want to share my good fortune with you. By following my simple instructions you too can be a millionaire within just a few months. There is no risk and it just can’t fail. I have already helped hundreds of people attain their dream of a new life. They are so grateful to me – no longer do they worry about domestic bills, healthcare or their children’s education. Their future is certain. And yours can be too. Just call me on the number below, and I will send you my introductory pack free of charge. It will explain to you how my failsafe method can bring you guaranteed wealth and happiness. Call now, and let your life change forever for the better.

The advertisement promises to make you a millionaire. Would you call the phone number? If not – or if you are not sure whether you would – why is that? The introductory pack is free. Your financial worries could soon be over. What would stop you picking up the phone? 

The fact is that we do not necessarily take everything we read at face value, nor should we. Our life’s experiences make us suspicious of advertisements like this. We might ask: ‘Are you as rich as you claim? Why do you want to help people you have never met? Is your method legal and ethical? Is there really no risk? Would I just end up making you richer, at my own expense? If your method is so wonderful, why have I never heard of it before? What will you do with my personal details once I give them to you? How much will the phone call cost?’ 

These are all critical questions. They indicate that you can see more in a text than is presented on the surface. You are looking for a hidden agenda, the author’s real purpose. You are relating what you read to what you already know about the world. It is a sad reflection upon that world, perhaps, but we rarely expect to get something for nothing and we sometimes expect that people will try to trick us.

# What texts should I read?

The list of texts will be shared on MyCourses.
# What is the structure of the reading essay?

Well, there is no ‘correct’ way of doing that. But your text should answer these questions:

· What is the main argument in the texts? Here is where you should present a brief summary of each text.  

· How is the content of the texts related to what you previously knew? Does it confirm, add or challenge your previous ideas? For example, you might think that Design Thinking was about putting post-its on a wall, but after reading Björklund, you might think differently. 

· What questions would you ask the authors? Go back to the example earlier, from the book ‘Critical Reading and Writing for Postgraduates’ on how the authors asked critically questions for the fictitious assignment.

# How many pages should I write?

Maximum of 5 pages. Be reasonable on font size/paragraph spacing/etc. I’m a graphic designer and I notice these kind of things ;)

# How my essay will be graded?

Essays will be graded according to the depth and connection to all the readings – making references to previous texts are extremely important. Also, I will look at how critical you are to previous texts: this does not mean that you need to agree/disagree with all the texts. It is important that you reflect on the texts + connect it to your previous learnings. Simply summarizing the texts is not the point of this assignment. 
# How to save my file?
LASTNAME_NAME_Assignment_01.pdf -> 2 points less if this is not followed.

# What should I do if I have a specific question about this assignment?
Send an e-mail to paulo.dziobczenski@lab.fi or ask in the beginning/end of every session
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15 points
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# Another Critical Reading Essay?

Yes, but now the only thing that changes is the list of texts to read. Check the instructions from Assignment #1 above.

# What texts should I read?

Check MyCourses


