
SESSION 2: STUDENT HANDOUT 

Warm-up activity 

Reader-responsible vs. writer-responsible writing culture  

 

 

Task 1 

Paragraph structure and topic sentences 
Work in groups of 3. 

Each group member reads a different text focusing on paragraph structure, topic sentences and 

transitions/coherence & cohesion. Discuss and decide together how you divide the texts between the 

three of you. 

Text 1: Purdue University. (2022). On paragraphs. Available at: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/paragraphs_and_paragraphing/index.html 

Text 2: Monash University. (2023). Build clear paragraphs. Available at: https://www.monash.edu/student-

academic-success/excel-at-writing/improve-your-writing/write-clearly/build-clear-paragraphs 

Text 3: Writing explained. (2023). What is a paragraph? Available at: 

https://writingexplained.org/grammar-dictionary/paragraph 

After reading, get together with your group and analyse the brief paragraph below. Be prepared to justify 

and share your analysis with the whole class. 

You can consider the following: 

Does the paragraph have a topic sentence? 

Is the information in the paragraph logically organised? Does the information in the paragraph support 

and/or develop the idea presented in the topic sentence? 

Are transitions or key words used to increase flow and show how sentences relate and connect to each 

other? 

Does the paragraph contain a concluding sentence? 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/paragraphs_and_paragraphing/index.html
https://www.monash.edu/student-academic-success/excel-at-writing/improve-your-writing/write-clearly/build-clear-paragraphs
https://www.monash.edu/student-academic-success/excel-at-writing/improve-your-writing/write-clearly/build-clear-paragraphs
https://writingexplained.org/grammar-dictionary/paragraph


Does this text follow the guidelines given for writing paragraphs? Why/why not? Discuss in 

pairs/groups. 
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Task 3: Effective definitions 
 

Which one of the three definitions below is the most effective (that is, the most informative and 

concise)?  What makes the others less effective? 

 

a) A biofuel is derived from renewable sources. 

b) A biofuel is a transportation fuel that is derived from renewable sources, such as plant 

biomass and municipal wastes. 

c) A biofuel is a transportation fuel. It is derived from renewable sources. For example, 

biomass and municipal wastes can be used for developing biofuel. 

 

Task 4: Sentence definitions 

 

Study the numbered sentence definitions. The terms and characteristics are given, but the 

superordinates are missing. Add the missing superordinates from the box below to describe the 

class of things these objects/concepts belong to. 

 

 

1. A machine is any _____________________ that uses energy to perform some 

activity.  

2. Water distillation is    ________________________ in which volatile gases are removed 

in a degasification chamber. 

 

3. Body mass index (BMI) is ____________________ of body fat based on height 

and weight that applies to both adult men and women. 

 

4. Methane is a chemical ______________________ with the molecular formula CH4.           

 

DEFINITIONS 

 

 

 

  

approach compound field mechanism process technology 

component device tool method measure  

An important writing tool you will need, particularly if you are writing for non-specialists, is definition -- or more 

specifically, extended definition. An extended definition is one or more paragraphs that attempt to explain a 

complex term. Some terms may be so important in your text, there may be so much confusion about them, or 

they may be so difficult to understand that an extended discussion is vital for the success of your writing. 

 



Task 5: Extended definition 
Here is a list of common methods to amplify an extended definition: 

1. Analysis of parts (What are its parts? classes? types? categories?) 

2. Operating principles (How does it work?) 

3. Applications/examples (How is it used or applied?) 

4. Analogy / Comparison (Is it similar to something already familiar?) 

5. History (What is its origin and background?) 

6. Advantages/disadvantages (What are the strengths or the weaknesses?) 

7. Requirements (Materials or conditions needed to make it work?) 

8. Physical appearance/ features (What does it look like? What are its characteristic features? 

 
Study the excerpts (A-F) above. List the amplification methods used in each excerpt below.  

A.   

B.   

C.    

D.   

E.   

F.   



Task 6: Elements of effective presentations 

 

 

Task 7: Interview audience members 

 

                                  

                      

                                              

                                                                  

        

                                                                  

                         

                                                           

                                                                              

                                        

            

                             

                                                    

                                                                

                                      

                            

                                                    

                                                     

                                                                     

                                                        



Task 8: Presentation beginnings 

How to begin a presentation? 
We will watch the first 1-2 minutes of three different TED talks 

While you watch, make notes: 

How do the presenters begin their talks? 

What do the presenters try to do by beginning in that way? Is it effective or not? 

→ In pairs, discuss the introductions in the presentations. 

→ Vote: the most effective beginning? (1, 2 or 3?) 

→ Be prepared to justify your vote! 

 

1. (until 00.56) Virginia Smith: How we could better predict and stop floods | TED Talk 

2. (until 00.40): Gavin McCormick: Tracking the whole world's carbon emissions -- with 

satellites and AI | TED Talk 

3. (until 01.51):  Luis von Ahn: How to make learning as addictive as social media | TED Talk 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/virginia_smith_how_we_could_better_predict_and_stop_floods/transcript
https://www.ted.com/talks/gavin_mccormick_tracking_the_whole_world_s_carbon_emissions_with_satellites_and_ai/transcript
https://www.ted.com/talks/gavin_mccormick_tracking_the_whole_world_s_carbon_emissions_with_satellites_and_ai/transcript
https://www.ted.com/talks/luis_von_ahn_how_to_make_learning_as_addictive_as_social_media/transcript

