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• ”Art and society”
• Artworld
• Art as a collective process
• Publics & study projects



Social theory of art

• Sociology of art / art sociology 
– Artworld, institutions, structures… 

• Art History: “Art and society” 
– parallels, style (Erwin Panofsky) 
– correspondences (Marx…)
– reflections (Arnold Hauser)  

• Social history of art 
– Context of production and reception 
– Cultural history, sociology of taste



Artworld 

• Draw a picture / diagram/ mindmap of the 

artworld

• Arthur Danto (1924–2013), George Dickie (1915–76), 

Howard Becker (b. 1928), Pierre Bourdieu (1930–

2002)

– Danto, A. (1964) The Artworld. The Journal of Philosophy, 61(19): 571–

584. 

– Dickie, G. (1974) Art and the Aesthetic: An Institutional Analysis.
– Dickie, G. (1984) The Art Circle. 

– Becker, H. (1974) Art as Collective Action, American Sociological Review,  

39(6): 767–776.

– Becker, H. (1982) Art Worlds, pp. 1–39. 

– Bourdieu, P. (1993) The Field of Cultural Production.
– Bourdieu, P. (1996) The Rules of Art: Genesis and Structure of the Literary 

Field. 

• Michael Grenfell and Cheryl Hardy (2007) Art Rules. Pierre Bourdieu and the Visual Arts. 



• Andy Warhol, 
Brillo Box, 1964

• Arthur Danto: 
Brillo Boxes vs 
Brillo Boxes

>> artworld 1964
The end of Art 1984

A. Danto



G. Dickie, Institutional theory

1. An artist is a person who participates with 
understanding in the making of a work of art. 

2. A work of art is an artifact of a kind created to be 
presented to an artworld public.

3. A public is a set of persons the members of which are 
prepared in some degree to understand an object 
which is presented to them. 

4. The artworld is the totality of all artworld systems.
5. An artworld is a framework for the presentation of a 

work of art by an artist to an artworld public.



• For a symphony orchestra to give a concert, for 
instance, instruments must have been invented, 
manufactured and maintained, a notation must have
been devised and music composed using that notation, 
people must have learned to play the notated notes on 
the instruments, times and places for rehearsal must
have been provided, ads for the concert must have
been placed, publicity arranged and tickets sold, and 
an audience capable of listening to and in some way
understanding and responding to the performance
must have been recruited. (Becker, Art as Collective
Action 1974, p. 767.)

H. Becker



P Bourdieu

• “Who creates the artists?” 
• Field, habitus, capital, symbolic violence 
• Field of cultural production: a site of constant 

negotiation and conflict; a system of agents 
and positions

• Relatively autonomous field 





Artwork as a network

• Traditional value chain:
Producer –> product –> distributor –> consumer
[ Artist –> work –> mediator –> audience ]
• “produser” chain (Axel Bruns): 



Santiago Sierra
Person in the Ditch 2001



Municipality of Residence Act 9 §
No Fixed Abode NGO 

homeless person

audience
exhibition

artist
international art world

museum
curators
art world (biennials, fairs…)

photo
documentation
artist�s gallery

Ministry of Environment 
statistics 2001 
- Helsinki 4700
- Finland 9960

ditch
facilities dept
Public Works Dept

welfare society
marginalization

“Helsinki has a homeless population of 
some 10,000 people: an unexpectedly 
high number for a country with such a 
high standard of living. The country does 
not ignore them though, the homeless 
receive economic aid and shelter, which 
they reject. Most of them are alcoholics 
driven out of their places of work and 
homes”

“Reijo”

“Santiago Sierra”



Antony Gormley 
One & Other 2009



Ai Weiwei
Straight and Forge 2008



Mierle Laderman Ukeles 

Hartford-wash 1982



Hans Haacke
Manet project 1974



Group work

Themes from 2016-17
• Role(s) of the artist(s)
• Viewers, participants, 

produsers… 
• Infrastructures (physical 

and organisational 
structures) 

• Power structures
• Global world
• Public/private, visibility
• Memory, documentation

Questions, statements
…


