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Sustainable development means securing human well-being within 
the framework of earth’s resources

See more: 
https://media.sitra.fi/2018/05/2916521
0/a-future-the-planet-can-accommoda
te.pdf 

https://media.sitra.fi/2018/05/29165210/a-future-the-planet-can-accommodate.pdf
https://media.sitra.fi/2018/05/29165210/a-future-the-planet-can-accommodate.pdf
https://media.sitra.fi/2018/05/29165210/a-future-the-planet-can-accommodate.pdf


Finland is committed to sustainable development 
and the 2030 Agenda

The UN agenda for 
sustainable 
development, 
Agenda2030, was ratified 
in 2015. 

It encompasses 17 main 
goals (the SDG’s) and 
169 targets, that are all 
interconnected. 



79. ”We encourage Member States to conduct regular and inclusive 
reviews of progress at the national and subnational levels which are 
country-led and countrydriven.” 

- Transforming our world, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

4.5 ”Finland’s policy for sustainable development is evaluated in a 
comprehensive and independent assessment every four years, 
starting 2019. The plan for implementation will be updated after this 
taking into consideration the recommendations of the assessment.” 

- The Prime Minister’s Office’s  report on the implementation of Agenda2030 in Finland 
VNS1/2017vp



Not a single country has reached high standards of living in 
an environmentally sustainable way

Source: O’Neill et al. 20182 © SYKE & SITRA



Which planetary boundaries does Finland overstep?



The PATH2030 evaluation

The first time when Finland’s sustainable 
development policy is evaluated as a whole 
during this decade, and after Agenda2030 was 
ratified. 

PATH2030 produced a multi-faceted 
evaluation and concrete recommendations for 
future sustainable development policy.
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The PATH2030-evaluation is based on versatile 
material and a highly participative process 
Indicators SDG Index and Dashboards -indicators

The state of sustainable development-monitoring system’s 10 indicator 
baskets
Helsus Policy Dialogues material (expert assessments of the indicators and 
workshops)

Central documents Governmental programs and strategies
Documents regarding development cooperation
Information on E- and U-communications 

Surveys (N = 238) A closed survey for central actors within sustainable development
An open survey 

Interviews (78) Central experts
Representatives from each ministry 
The expert panel on sustainable development
Stakeholders

Workshops (3) Two open workshops for stakeholders (around 80 and 40 participants)
A workshop for international experts



1) A carbon neutral and resource-wise Finland
2) A non-discriminating, equal and competent Finland 

 
The policy principles of 
sustainable development

• Long-term action and transformation
• Coherency and global partnership 
• Ownership and participation

We should stick to the current focus areas, 
identified in the 2030 Agenda government report

Report here: 
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/79455/VNK_J1117_Government_
Re-port_2030Agenda_KANSILLA_netti.pdf?sequence=1 

https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/79455/VNK_J1117_Government_Re-port_2030Agenda_KANSILLA_netti.pdf?sequence=1
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/79455/VNK_J1117_Government_Re-port_2030Agenda_KANSILLA_netti.pdf?sequence=1


The state of sustainable 
development in Finland in the light of 
indicators
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Currently there are multiple different indicator systems in place. 

This assessment is based on two indicator systems: 

The national indicators for sustainable development, which measure the 8 
goals of the commitment for sustainable development, and the 
international SDG-indicators (the SDG Index)

The state of the sustainable development indicators looks more alarming when 
we observe the national indicators, than when looking at the international 
indicators. 

The sustainable development indicators 
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The state of nature and the environment

Public procurements and consumption

Resource-smart economy and a carbon-neutral society



Social exclusion and societal participation 

Societal inequality

Social exclusion and societal participation 

Health



Worklife, quality and change

Global responsibility and consistency 



Education and development of knowledge

Housing and communities



The state of sustainable development in Finland in the 
light of indicators

Good

Worrying

Bad

Hard to interpret



The evaluation shows the need for structural improvement of 
Finland’s model for sustainable development policy

Strengths Weaknesses

Institutions ● A multi-faceted and inclusive 
operating model

● Sustainability thinking is quite 
visible in the strategies of the 
ministries

● Sustainable development is not integrated 
enough in throughout the administration 

● Consider the amount of work, sustainable 
development is poorly resourced.

● Silos are problematic

Interests ● Conflicts of interests are settled 
through broadly shared goals 
and processes, such as the 
Agenda2030-report and budget 
evaluations

● Conflicts of interests challenge policy coherence 
and impact

ideas ● Sustainable development has 
become a societally accepted 
and mainstreamed goal

● In practice, there are many varying opinions 
regarding the solutions

Information ● There is a lot of information 
available regarding the state of 
sustainable development and 
different solutions

● The use of indicators and research in 
decision-making is insufficient



Oxymoron - 17 goals with partly 
conflicting targets?
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• Testing the assessment framework and typology proposed by Nilsson et 

al. 2016; following the cross-impact matrix approach by Weitz et al. 2018

• Only one Target selected to represent each SDG.

• Focus on future: ”If Finland succeeds to achieve the target by 2030, how 

this influences the possibilities to reach other targets?”

• Consensus view built based on independent expert evaluations (N=6)

Our policy coherence exercise in short



Selected 
targets



Cross-impact matrix of 16 SDG targets and their interaction in Finland

Our evaluation question was identical to that of Weitz et al (2018): 
‘‘If progress is made on target x (rows), how does this influence progress on 
target y (columns)’’?

How to read the table:
Row-sum: the net influence from a target on all other targets 
Column-sum: how much a target is influenced by all other targets in total.



 

Results and first insights



Synergistic targets that make 
it easier to achieve other 
targets
9.4 Infrastructure

13.1 Climate change adaptation

2.4 Food production / agriculture

16.6 Effective institutions 

4.7 Education

11.6 Environmental impact of cities

Windows of opportunities?

Targets that are most 
positively influenced by other 
targets
2.4 Food production / agriculture

6.6 Water-related ecosystems

7.2 Renewable energy 

13.1 Climate change adaptation
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Thinking sustainable 
development in three pillars is 
not enough

We must use a more 
comprehensive interpretation - 
for example the doughnut 
model 
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Finland still has a lot to do regarding 
inequality, climate change, 
environmental questions and 
consumption



No country has yet presented a credible plan for 
how the goals of Agenda2030 can be reached.

Finland can show the way. All the prerequisites are 
present, since we are the best in the world in on 

many mertics.
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The government should produce a 
national roadmap for how Finland 

will achieve the SDGs.
 The roadmap should include 
measurable national targets.



#Polku2030

In order for this to be achieved, 
future governmental programs 

should be based on reaching the 
Sustainable Development Goals.



Two key points to remember:

1. Infrastructure (SDG 9) and cities (SDG 11) 
have a major role in achieving also many 
other SDG targets

2. Designing sustainable transition requires 
long-term vision and policies
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Policy brief published (in Finnish)

- https://tietokayttoon.fi/julkaisu?pubid=29802
- The English version as well as the whole report will be published in 

March 2019
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Thank you!

More information: 
Senior expert Satu Lähteenoja, Demos Helsinki 
satu.lahteenoja@demoshelsinki.fi
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