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DEFINITION

To be sustainable is to maintain something at the same level. 
In the web of interlinked systems what happens is that a state of equilibrium at a certain level is found, only to be maintained at 
that level until an internal or external factor shakes the equilibrium in that system. In order for these systems to continue, or main-
tain themselves, a newly established level of equilibrium has to be found. As for the term development, I had always associated 
it with growth. I have now come to realise that this association probably comes from the economic model that encompasses 
our reality. The term in this context can also mean ‘change’; a state of change that is not necessarily associated with growth, but 
with wellbeing. 

....the wellbeing of what/who/how?



•	 The history of the last 2 centuries has viewed nature in an instrumental way: a resource for economic growth 

•	 We are rather a part of nature, mutually metabolising in the shaping and being shaped by our environments

•	 We are intertwined in a web of socio - ecological - technological relations: where our innovation, technology, surrounding 

environments	have	both	been	shaped	by	us	and	have	shaped	our	different	socio	-	cultures

•	 Our livelihood depends on our environment, other agencies, and living things

•	 Societies/humans are not all equal. When we talk about the Anthropocene, or the anthropocentric approach, it is important 

to realise that there are important parts of society that have bee over time regarded as ‘more natural’, or others who have not 

yet gained the human right of self-determination, or capability to shape desirable environments around them

•	 Social equity and well being is therefore fundamental , in my view, to the sustainability debate. When human agency can really 

work to its fullest to take part in the intertwining and shaping of environments that would allow for social well being, which is 

dependent on environmental wellbeing

SOCIAL - NATURAL



•	 There is no intact/pure nature: over the years we have decided what is to remain ‘protected’, what not, and we, and through 

knowledge and technology we are continuously reshaping the material world around us

•	 When we talk about landscapes, they are environments that surround us with a varying degree of which agencies have played 

more part in shaping them; human or non-human

•	 With the domination of capitalism, we have transformed landscapes at an unprecedented rate

•	 Humans have actively  been shaping urban landscapes that favour only one species: humans, and in some cases, only certain 

humans

•	 Monotonous Agricultural lands also now form 1/3 of the land on Earth

•	 Human populations and urban landscapes are only increasing and expanding

•	 The current system is based on exponential growth, that favours economy over the environment and is resulting in the constant 

taking	of	resources	and	production	of	decaying	landscapes	.	Unless	technology	can	find	a	way	to	replace	these	landscapes	

-	our	lifestyles	are	simply	not	sustainable	as	we	live	in	a	finite	world

•	 Realising that there are other agencies at play - not just human agency. The biosphere is now playing its part in reshaping our 

environments - how will we respond?

•	 A fundamental change in the ways we produce and consume is needed. One that creates an ecosystem of these processes 

and allows waste to circulate back in the system - eliminating decay, recognising other agencies, and including them

SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES



•	 There	is	no	one	global	model	for	standards	of	life	or	wellbeing	-	our	socio-cultures	have	been	shaped	differently	by	the	local	

surrounding environments

•	 Recognising that there are multiple governing systems: social, environmental and currently a strongly governing economic 

system

•	 A	global	consensus	can	offer	a	general	framework	that	sets	certain	limits	which	need	to	be	re-interpreted	at	a	local	level,	

according to community, ecological and environmental needs

•	 Therefore;	decentralisation	of	governance	which	allow	for	self	determination	of	communities	is	needed	for	recognising	different	

agencies and for shaping inclusive environments that can achieve wellbeing in harmony with their surroundings

•	 Global	and	local	should	work	 in	both	directions	towards	each	other,	 in	order	to	streamline	other	 locally/globally	defining	

factors such as economics

•	 Harmonious landscapes are ones that recognise and include multiple agencies in the shaping of the environment (humans, 

other living beings, technological forces, and others)

•	 A local consensus of what wellbeing and lifestyle is in harmony within its context can infuse a wave of global change. 

SCALES OF GOVERNANCE





In the case of sprawling cities:

•	 what can be done to control the urban sprawl/make it more ecologically inclusive?
•	 how can the existing urban fabric be altered to allow for more sustainable environments (socially, en-

vironmentally, within the context of the current economic system)
•	 how can they come to accommodate for multiple agencies?

•	 (possible) case study: Irbid, city in Jordan
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