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KONE DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES MEGATRENDS

Oli crises, Vietnam War, high unemployment and inflation, 
in short, shaky economic and political times colored the 
1970’s with an earthy color palette. Brown was a key color
for any combination instead of black. Favorite colors were
Golden Harvest and…
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… avocado green! They were offered in every
product category as you will see in the 
following pages.

the 70s saw an inevitable backlash against 
the synthetic swinging sixties, with 
consumers favoring a return to natural 
materials like wood, cotton, steel and 
leather. The plastic products were made 
”more natural” by use of earthy color palette.
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The energy crisis resulted in shortage 
of materials and for the first and only 
time in the history of plastics, there was 
a slump in the industry.
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POLYESTER
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1980’s saw the end of cold war and had many
fundamental advances in technology (video gaming, 
personal computers, etc) and explosive growth of 
economy.
Color palette got bright with neon colors.
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1940’s 1950’s

1990’s

ALUMINIUM
SYNTHETIC RUBBER

POLYETHYLENE
FIBERGLASS

PVC FABRIC
GUN CONCRETE

POLYESTER
TEAK

STEEL - CHROME
MARBLE

SPANDEX

DIGITAL

METALS / GOLD
GEM STONES

NYLON
COLOR FILM



COLOR IS BAROMETER OF ECONOMIC TRENDS

1950’s

1960’s

1980’s

1940’s

1970’s

Economy Thriving
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PASTELS & BOLD & VIBRANT BRIGHTS.
COOL NEUTRALS, B&W , METALLICS.

MUTED & DEEP PRIMARY COLORS.
WARM COMFORTING NEUTRALS.

Economy Hardships

1920’s 1930’s

1990’s




