
Doctoral Winter School 2020  

 
In year's Aalto Design Research Winter School we will be prototyping part of a new 
course for 2021, 'Design Research:  Fields and Practices'. The 'Introduction to Design 
Research' course will take place in April-May and will also form part of this new 
course. 

Design research is a young and rapidly changing field of academic enquiry. It 
maintains fuzzy borders with its cognate disciplines while also embracing disciplinary, 
multi-, inter-, cross- and post-disciplinary research practices. The heterogeneity of 
design research makes it particularly difficult, and interesting, to situate the design 
researcher and their methodologies, epistemologies and outcomes. Establishing a 
critical and reasoned position here is challenging, and yet it is an immensely important 
and, often, overlooked part of doctoral activities. 

This course is dedicated to helping doctoral students in their understanding of the 
fields and practices of design research. This is such that they can both understand its 
broader and varied terrain while also articulating nuanced and critical perspectives 
onto specific, relevant positions in design research. 

More practically, students identify and map the different institutional infrastructures of 
design research and related fields -- such as prominent research centres, conference 
circuits, online fora -- how these have come about and how these shape certain ways 
of doing and thinking about design research.  

Students who successfully complete the course should be able to: 

1. map and define current sectors of design research and their relationship to 
other academic and professional fields; 

2. demonstrate reasoned discussion of disciplinary and multi-, inter- and trans-
disciplinary academic practices, including their interactions with and the 
relevances of practice-based, reflective pratice and action research; 

3. identify and critically discuss key actors, texts and research practices that are 
representative of relevant research fields, contextualising their own research 
against these; 

4. understand institutional formations and settings of design research practices 
and how these shape different discursive fields; 

 


